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William Henry Smyth, a California engineer, is usually
credited with inventing the word technocracy in 1919 to
describe "the rule of the people made effective through the
agency of their servants, the scientists and engineers",

although the word had been used before on several occasions.

Smyth used the term Technocracy in his 1919 article
"Technocracy—Ways and Means to Gain Industrial
Democracy" in the journal Industrial Management (57).
Smyth's usage referred to Industrial democracy: a movement
to integrate workers into decision-making through existing
firms or revolution.

In the 1930s, through the influence of Howard Scott and

the technocracy movement he founded, the term technocracy
came to mean 'government by technical decision making',
using an energy metric of value. Scott proposed that money
be replaced by energy certificates denominated in units such
as ergs or joules, equivalent in total amount to an appropriate
national net energy budget, and then distributed equally
among the North American population, according to
resource availability.
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